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Windows Photo Viewer ­ Restore in Windows 10
How to Restore Windows Photo Viewer in Windows 10
Published by Shawn Brink 
2015­08­08

How to Restore Windows Photo Viewer in Windows 10

   Information

Usually you could use Windows Photo Viewer to view your image files in a variety of ways. You can
also print, order prints, attach pictures to an e‑mail message, burn, or open photos in another app on
your PC.

Windows 10 uses the Photos app as the default app to open image files with instead now. By default,
Windows Photo Viewer is no longer listed in Open with, and only has .tiff files associated with it in
Default Programs.

This tutorial will show you how to restore Windows Photo Viewer to be able to select to open image
files in Default apps, Default Programs, and Open with for only your account or all users in
Windows 10.

CONTENTS:
Option One: To Only Restore Windows Photo Viewer for Current Account
Option Two: To Restore Windows Photo Viewer for All Accounts

EXAMPLE: Default and Restored Windows Photo Viewer
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 OPTION ONE 

To Only Restore Windows Photo Viewer for Current Account

   Note

This option will only affect the account that you are currently signed in to.

1. Do step 2 (restore) or step 3 (undo) below for what you would like to do.

 2. To Restore Windows Photo Viewer for Only Your Account

A) Click/tap on the Download button below to download the file below, and go to step 4 below.

Restore_Windows_Photo_Viewer_CURRENT_USER.reg

 3. To "Undo" Restore Windows Photo Viewer for Only Your Account

NOTE: This is the default setting.

A) Click/tap on the Download button below to download the file below, and go to step 4 below.

Undo_Restore_Windows_Photo_Viewer_CURRENT_USER.reg

4. Save the .reg file to your desktop.

5. Double click/tap on the downloaded .reg file to merge it.
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6. If prompted, click on Run, Yes (UAC), Yes, and OK to approve the merge.

7. You can now delete the downloaded .reg file if you like.

8. If you selected to undo restore Windows Photo Viewer, then select a different app (ex: Photos) as the default app
under Photo viewer in Settings. (see screenshot below step 9)

9. If you selected to restore Windows Photo Viewer, then select "Windows Photo Viewer" as the default app under
Photo viewer in Settings. (see screenshot below)

 OPTION TWO 

To Restore Windows Photo Viewer for All Accounts

   Note

You must be signed in as an administrator to be able to restore Windows Photo Viewer using this
option.

This option will override Option One above.

1. Do step 2, step 3, or step 4 below for what you would like to do.

 2. To Restore Windows Photo Viewer for All Users

A) Click/tap on the Download button below to download the file below, and go to step 5 below.

Restore_Windows_Photo_Viewer_ALL_USERS.reg
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 3. To Restore Windows Photo Viewer for All Users with Sort Order Fix

   Note

This option does the same as step 2 above, but allows you to view files in the same order that
you arranged them in. 

This option does cause Windows Photo Viewer to be listed twice in Open with ­> Choose an
app.

A) Click/tap on the Download button below to download the file below, and go to step 5 below.

Restore_Windows_Photo_Viewer_ALL_USERS_with_Sort_order_fix.reg

 4. To "Undo" Restore Windows Photo Viewer for All Users

NOTE: This is the default setting.

A) Click/tap on the Download button below to download the file below, and go to step 5 below.

Undo_Restore_Windows_Photo_Viewer_ALL_USERS.reg

5. Save the .reg file to your desktop.

6. Double click/tap on the downloaded .reg file to merge it.

7. If prompted, click on Run, Yes (UAC), Yes, and OK to approve the merge.

8. You can now delete the downloaded .reg file if you like.

9. If you restored Windows Photo Viewer, then set this program as default for your account. Other users on the PC
will also need to do this step if they want Windows Photo Viewer set as the default program in their account.

https://www.tenforums.com/attachments/tutorials/87050d1467040726-windows-photo-viewer-restore-windows-10-a-restore_windows_photo_viewer_all_users.reg
https://www.tenforums.com/tutorials/14312-windows-photo-viewer-restore-windows-10-a.html#option2s2
https://www.tenforums.com/tutorials/14312-windows-photo-viewer-restore-windows-10-a.html#option2s5
https://www.tenforums.com/attachments/tutorials/87051d1467040726-windows-photo-viewer-restore-windows-10-a-restore_windows_photo_viewer_all_users_with_sort_order_fix.reg
https://www.tenforums.com/tutorials/14312-windows-photo-viewer-restore-windows-10-a.html#option2s5
https://www.tenforums.com/attachments/tutorials/87053d1467040726-windows-photo-viewer-restore-windows-10-a-undo_restore_windows_photo_viewer_all_users.reg
https://www.tenforums.com/tutorials/3577-user-account-control-uac-change-settings-windows-10-a.html
https://www.tenforums.com/tutorials/5507-default-apps-choose-windows-10-a.html#option6


20.1.2017 Windows Photo Viewer - Restore in Windows 10 - Windows 10 Tutorials

https://www.tenforums.com/tutorials/14312-windows-photo-viewer-restore-windows-10-a.html 6/9

Related Tutorials

How to Reset Default Open Position and Size of Windows Photo Viewer in
Windows 10
How to Choose Default Apps to Open Files with in Windows 10
How to Restore Default Apps for File Extension Type Associations in Windows 10

That's it,
Shawn

   2015­08­10

Thank you for this tutorial Brink as always.

I am super angry at Microsoft right now. I'm starting to give up hope on 10
Joined : May 2015

Oakville
Posts : 21

XP/7/8.1/10 PRO
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  My System Specs Quote
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You're most welcome J. 

Brink 
Administrator

#2
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Joined : Oct 2013
Posts : 17,445

64­bit Windows 10
Pro build 15014

  My System Specs Quote

   2015­08­10

Thank you very much, Brink, for enabling Windows Photo Viewer for all of us, again! 
I've checked it and it works �ne. 

It's sad that we have to go through so many tweaks, manual settings and Registry changes to
make Windows 10 function the way we knew, expected and desire. For example, last night I have
enabled the Shu�e (of my desktop background images) in the Slideshow mode by going into the
Registry (again) and modifying a value... For how long will I have to do this?

I'd like to ask something else now: is there a tutorial on how to reset the Reliability History on
Windows 10? 
I have used this tutorial but it does not clear it completely.

Thank you!

Joined : Jun 2015
Posts : 426

Windows 10 Pro
64bit; Windows 10

TP

Joanne 
Member

#3

  My System Specs Quote

   2015­08­10

Hello Joanne,

I'm glad the tutorials have been able to help. 

I don't have a Windows 10 version for Reliability History yet. 

Be sure to send feedback to Microsoft about wanted features. The more they get, the better
chance it may have of being added.

Feedback - Send to Microsoft in Windows 10

Joined : Oct 2013
Posts : 17,445

64­bit Windows 10
Pro build 15014

Brink 
Administrator
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   2015­08­10

Thank You very much for sharing your knowledge here Brink. I have found your solution to be
straight forward and correct.
Thanks again!
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64­bit Windows 10
Home Edition
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Junior Member
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I'm glad the tutorial could help Rob, and welcome to Ten Forums. 
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Thanks for this Brink!
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Member

  My System Specs Quote

   2015­08­11

Thank you, Brink!

I am really (really) looking forward to your new tutorial on how to reset Windows 10 Reliability
History - and eventually on how to clean the Event Viewer, even though I had success on that one.

Thank you 

Joined : Jun 2015
Posts : 426

Windows 10 Pro
64bit; Windows 10

TP

Joanne 
Member

#8

Brink said: 

Hello Joanne,

I'm glad the tutorials have been able to help. 

I don't have a Windows 10 version for Reliability History yet. 

Be sure to send feedback to Microsoft about wanted features. The more they get, the
better chance it may have of being added.

Feedback - Send to Microsoft in Windows 10
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Thank you brink you’re a life saver.
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 Is Windows Photo Viewer gone?
I noticed a few builds ago (maybe 10162) that you could no longer set Windows Photo Viewer as
the default picture opener. Now, it seems that MS is forcing you to use the Photos "app" instead. Is
anyone else getting this issue?

Software and Apps

Windows Photo Viewer error
Cough. Hi there fellow forumers. I need your help. I've already know this problem of mine is a rather
common problem among Windows 10 users. When I wish to open a picture with our good old
Windows Photo Viewer, simply nothing happens or even if...
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Jpg photo unable to open in windows photo viewer.
Hai, Jpg photo unable to open in windows photo viewer. i reset default apps. i choose default apps
by file type. 28169281702817128172 Regards. bala.

General Support

 Replacement for Windows Photo Viewer?
I really liked the Windows Photo Viewer in Windows 7... The photo viewer built into Windows 10 is
terrible. Anyone know any good replacements? Something light weight.
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 Windows Photo Viewer ­ wrong colors?
Greetings. When watching photos in Windows Photo Viewer all colors are added a "yellow" look.
How do I change that so it looks normal? If I resize the window so there are borders, they are
yellow allso! Look at attached eksample.
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